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WHEREAS, the Guardian ad Litem Program, also known as CASA or Court Appointed Special Advocates for children, is a national effort represented in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico; and


WHEREAS, the Guardian ad Litem Program’s sole mission is to represent the best interests of abused, abandoned and neglected children involved in dependency court proceedings; and


WHEREAS, for more than 35 years, the Guardian ad Litem Program has provided independent advocacy for hundreds of thousands of dependent children located throughout the state; and


WHEREAS, the Guardian ad Litem Program of the 17th Judicial Circuit, Broward County oversees a volunteer base of over 700 people; and those volunteers advocate for over 3,000 children in Broward County; and 


WHEREAS, studies have shown that children in the dependency system have greatly benefited from a Guardian ad Litem volunteer in many ways, not only do Guardian ad Litem volunteers advocate for a child’s best interest, they are also serving as educational surrogates; and


WHEREAS, Guardian ad Litem volunteers sacrifice time and mileage worth millions of dollars annually to the State of Florida; and


WHEREAS, Guardian ad Litem volunteers have provided an invaluable service to Dependency Court Judges; and 


WHEREAS, for more than 35 years, the Guardian ad Litem Program has sought to enhance local communities and the lives of Florida families and children; and 



WHEREAS, research shows that children who are represented by a volunteer advocate are 50% less likely to return to foster care, have fewer placement changes when in care, do better in school, are more likely to be adopted and overall spend less time in foster care.


NOW, THEREFORE, on behalf of the Dania Beach City Commission, I, Marco Salvino, Sr., Mayor of the City of Dania Beach, Florida, do hereby proclaim the month of July, 2016 as
“Guardian ad Litem Month”

in the City of Dania Beach, and encourage all citizens of Dania Beach to step up to become volunteers in the Guardian ad Litem Program.
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